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AUSTRALIA WIDE LEGAL AID CENTRES PLANNED 
Proposals to provide Government accommodation for 
legal aid centres in capital cities and regional centres 
throughout Australia are to be considered by the Australian 
Government. 
The Attorney-General, Senator Lionel Murphy, Q.C., 
said today that the centres would provide "one spot shopping" 
for legal aid. 
The. centres would end much of the confusion and 
inconvenience the public faced by being sent from one welfare 
or legal aid agency to another when they were seeking 
assistance. 
The Attorney-General said the legal aid centres would 
house the branch offices of the Australian Legal Aid Office in 
the capital cities, in the suburbs and in the regional centres. 
Various bodies concerned with provision of legal aid 
would be invited to establish their city or regional agencies 
within the legal aid centres. The Attorney-General said 
the bodies he had in mind included Legal Aid committees, 
legal referral services and Law Societies themselves if they 
so desired. 
Already a legal referral service conducted by the 
Tasmanian Law Society is operating in the Burnie regional 
office of the Australian Legal Aid Office. 
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Senator Murphy said he believed the legal aid 
centres could become the part of a community problem solving 
service by providing the legal assistance necessary for the 
solution of citizens problems. 
The Attorney-General said it was essential that 
people should have easy access to the legal aid centres. The 
Government was proposing that legal aid centres should have 
a "storefront" section, such as part of the ground floor of 
a city building. 
The provision of "storefront" premises was an 
essential step in bringing the law to the people who needed 
it most. 
"It is time for the legal profession to shed the 
19th century image of conservative lawyers in rabbit warrens, 
secreted away from the public. The law must be brought out 
into the light of day," the Attorney-General said. 
Senator Murphy said there would be discussions as 
soon as possible with the Law Societies about his proposals. 
He would be meeting the President of the Law Society of 
New South Wales tomorrow and would be raiding the matter with 
him. 
He said harmonious and co-operative discussions had 
already taken place with the Law Society in South Australia 
about the community legal aid centres and it was expected 
that such a centre would soon be opened in Adelaide. 
It is proposed that the centre would house 
the Legal Aid Committee ; 
the Law Society Legal Advisory Service ; 
the Law Society itself, and, 
. the Australian Legal Aid Office. 
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The Attorney-General said he hoped this legal aid 
centre would be the first of many such centres throughout 
Australia. 
Canberra 
12 June, 1974 
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